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114 राफे ल विमानों का ऑर्डर
Source: Punjab Kesari, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

*

India  begins process to  procure 114 jets  for  Rs 3.25 lakh 
crore

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

India has formally begun the process of acquiring 114 Rafale fighter jets from France in a deal 
estimated to be worth around Rs 3.25 lakh crore, marking a major step in one of the country's 
largest-ever military procurement programmes.

According to defence ministry sources cited by ANI, the Acquisition Wing of the Ministry of Defence 
issued a Letter of Request (LoR) to the French government last week, initiating the government-to-
government process for the proposed purchase. The French side is expected to respond within the 
next two to three months, with negotiations likely to be completed and the agreement finalised 
within a year, ANI reported.

The proposed acquisition forms part of the Indian Air Force's Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft (MRFA) 
programme, which aims to address the service's  declining fighter  squadron strength.  The IAF 
currently operates 36 Rafale jets procured under the 2016 India-France agreement and is facing a 
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significant  capability  gap,  with  its  fighter  strength  falling  to  around  29  squadrons  against  the 
sanctioned requirement of 42.5.

Under  the proposed deal,  the majority  of  the aircraft  will  be manufactured in  India  through a 
partnership between French aerospace company Dassault Aviation and an Indian firm under the 
Make in India initiative. Defence officials have indicated that around 90 to 94 aircraft could be built 
domestically, while the remaining jets would be supplied directly from France. The programme is 
expected to achieve nearly 50 per cent localisation.

The project would also mark a milestone for the Rafale programme, as it would be the first time the 
fighter aircraft is manufactured outside France. Officials have said the agreement will allow India to 
integrate  indigenous  weapons  and  systems  into  the  aircraft  while  ensuring  a  transparent 
procurement process without intermediaries.

The move comes ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's expected visit to France in mid-June 
and coincides with Indian Air Force chief Air Chief Marshal A P Singh's visit to the country, where 
he is expected to engage with French defence officials and Dassault facilities.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/defence/news/big-update-in-rafale-deal-india-begins-process-
to-procure-114-jets-for-rs-3-25-lakh-crore/articleshow/131444796.cms

*
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डिफें स निर्यात में भारत का दबदबा, 4 देशो से 21000 करोड के  सौदे
Source: Punjab Kesari, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

*
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हिंद-पशांत की सुरक्षा को भारत और ऑसट्रेलिया ने मिलाया हाथ
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

*

India,  Australia  agree  to  advance  maritime  awareness 
activities  

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Australian counterpart Richard Marles have agreed to 
advance collaborative maritime domain awareness activities using maritime patrol aircraft and to 
explore opportunities to enhance undersea domain awareness. The two leaders on Monday co-
chaired the second edition of the India-Australia Defence Ministers’ Dialogue in New Delhi.

According to a joint statement issued by the two countries, the ministers welcomed the significant  
progress in bilateral relationship and reflected on the enhanced consultation and cooperation since 
the inaugural edition of the dialogue on October 9 last year. The joint statement noted that the two 
sides discussed efforts to finalise the Joint Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap.

“They agreed to  progress the collaborative  maritime domain  awareness activities  by  maritime 
patrol aircraft and explore opportunities to enhance undersea domain awareness,” it said, adding 
that they also encouraged further cooperation between the Indian Coast Guard and Australia’s 
Maritime Border Command.

Marles also met External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Monday.  After the Meet, Jaishankar 
posted on X: “A pleasure to meet Deputy Prime Minister &  Defence Minister Richard Marles of  
Australia  today.  Shared  assessments  on  regional  developments,  Indo  Pacific  and  further 
advancement of our Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.”

India-Australia  relations  gained  significant  momentum  following  PM  Narendra  Modi’s  visit  to 
Australia in 2014. The relationship has since produced several key security agreements, including 
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the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA). 
Singh  and  Marles,  during  the  meet,  affirmed  the  importance  of  enhancing  cooperation  with 
regional partners to help maintain a free, open, peaceful, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific.

“They underscored the importance of freedom of navigation and overflight, and their strong support 
for unimpeded trade in the region & other lawful uses of the sea consistent with international law, 
particularly the 1982 United Nations convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),” the statement 
noted.

The statement further said India and Australia, as co-leads of the Indian Ocean Rim Association 
Working Group on Maritime Safety and Security, look forward to jointly host a Search & Rescue 
and tabletop exercise at Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre, Chennai this month to strengthen 
maritime safety and security cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region.

“The  two  sides  undertook  to  explore  arrangements  to  enhance  procedural  interoperability  for 
exercises and operations, building on the 2020 Mutual Logistics Support Arrangement,” it  said, 
adding that they also agreed to continue aircraft deployment from each other’s territories to build 
operational familiarity. The ministers announced that India and Australia would begin developing a 
Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Provision of Defence Articles and Defence Services 
as the next step in deepening defence industrial collaboration. The two sides agreed to explore 
further exchanges, including through the Joint Working Group on Defence Industry, Research and 
Materiel.

The Ministers are keen on exploring future defence science and technology research cooperation 
in new technology areas like sensor technologies,” the statement. The Australian Deputy Prime 
Minister  invited  India  to  participate  in  the  2026  Australian  Defence  Science,  Technology  and 
Research Summit.

Both sides also discussed the growing engagement between their defence forces, including in the 
upcoming Exercise Talisman Sabre 2027, Australia’s participation in India’s Exercise Milan and 
Australia’s Exercise Kakadu in February and March this year.

“They looked forward to their countries’ participation in each other’s multinational air exercises in 
2026, including operationalising the bilateral Implementing Arrangement on Air-to-Air Refuelling at 
Exercise Pitch Black,” the statement said. It added that the two sides noted with satisfaction the 
expansion of military cooperation into new areas.

“They welcomed the evolution  of  Army Exercise  Austrahind this  year  to  focus on amphibious 
combat and littoral manoeuvres. Australia welcomed India’s inaugural participation in Operation 
Render  Safe  2026,”  the  statement  said,  adding  that  India  welcomed  Australia’s  invitation  for 
participation in submarine rescue exercise Black Carillon.

The Ministers welcomed increased information sharing between operational headquarters and said 
they are looking forward to the inaugural Joint Staff Talks later this year, the statement said. The 
two leaders encouraged their officials to finalise arrangements for the deployment of an Indian 
visiting  instructor  at  the  Australian  Defence  College  in  2028-2029  to  strengthen  professional 
military engagement, knowledge exchange, and strategic alignment.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-australia-defence-maritime-cooperation-dialogue-
rajnath-singh-10719203/

*
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India, Oz stress on supply chain security, pledge greater def 
ties

Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

*

‘Better military ties will be in focus when Modi and Albanese 
meet’: Australian Defence Minister

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

Improving India-Australia military ties, including those connecting the defence industry, will be a 
key part of discussions when Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Australian PM Anthony Albanese 
meet  for  the  annual  leaders’ summit.  Australian  Deputy  Prime Minister  and  Defence  Minister 
Richard Marles gave out  the expected focus of  the talks that  are likely  in  the next  couple of 
months. Marles, who is in India for the second India–Australia Defence Ministers’ Dialogue, was 
speaking to a select group of media persons after the dialogue he had with Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh here in New Delhi.

“Defence will be a key part of the discussions that our Prime Ministers undertake, because in their 
previous summits, defence has been very central,” said Marles. The two PM’s have directed us as 
Defence Ministers to work in respect of the defence relationship. “We are near to finalisation of a 
renewal and strengthening of the Joint Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation”, Marles 
added.  There  has  been  significant  progress  on  the  Joint  Maritime  Security  Collaboration 
Roadmap, and that is important in the context of the upcoming Prime Ministerial Summit.  Australia 
values its defence relationship with India. “It is going from strength to strength,” the visiting minister 
said. Australia and India have discussed establishing an information-sharing agreement and we've 
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now seen really significant cooperation from our respective defence intelligence organisations over 
the last six months.

The defence industry is absolutely a key part of the conversation that we had today. “There has 
been really significant progress in respect of the defence industry in relation to our two countries,” 
Marles  said.  The  two  sides  are  looking  at  a  range  of  options  to  increase  cooperation  and 
integration of their respective supply chains. “Actually, we come out of today's meeting with a much 
greater sense of optimism about what we can do… It benefits in terms of the Australian industry 
being able to supply here, but it very much sees benefits in terms of utilising the Indian supply 
chain, using the Indian defence industry to help contribute to our capability as well,” the minister 
said.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/better-military-ties-will-be-in-focus-when-modi-and-
albanese-meet-australian-defence-minister/

*

भारत के  ख़िलाफ नहीं होगा मयांमार की धरती का इसतमाल: ह्लाइंग
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

*

Won’t allow our territory to be used against India’s interests: 
Myanmar 

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

Myanmar President U Min Aung Hlaing assured Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday that 
Myanmar’s territory “would not be permitted to be used against India’s security interests”. In the 
past,  India has repeatedly expressed concern over Northeast insurgent groups operating from 
within  Myanmar.  Briefing  reporters  after  the  bilateral  meeting,  Foreign  Secretary  Vikram Misri 
underlined that “stability and peace in Myanmar is a major interest for India”. Min Aung Hlaing is 
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visiting India from May 30 to June 3 — his first visit since taking over as President. The former 
chief of the military junta government was elected President on April 3, five years after he grabbed 
power in a coup, ousting an elected government. Misri said the leaders discussed cooperation on 
defence and security, critical minerals and rare earth, and connectivity projects.

Modi also raised the issue of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, who is in detention in Myanmar 
since the military coup in 2021. “The Prime Minister reaffirmed India’s support for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, and both sides underscored the 
importance of preventing the misuse of sovereign territory for activities inimical to their security 
interests.  The  President  of  Myanmar,  in  particular,  reiterated  the  assurance  that  Myanmar’s 
territory would not be permitted to be used against India’s security interests,” Misri said.

“The aspect of internal security is obviously the effort by the Myanmar State to bring all the ethnic 
armed organisations and groups onto a single platform to advance the peace process… this is 
something in which we obviously have an interest, because stability and peace in Myanmar is a 
major interest for India, not just for the security of the Northeast and the safety and security of 
people living along the 1,643-km-long border that we have with them, but also for our interests,  
such as connectivity to Southeast Asia,” Misri said.

“Security and stability in Myanmar is also important for  the coherence of  ASEAN as a whole, 
because Myanmar  is  an  important  and large  country  within  the  ASEAN framework,”  he  said, 
outlining the regional  dimension.  “Apart  from that,  there is  the very  important  question of  the 
activities of Indian insurgent groups in Myanmar close to our borders, and this is something that 
the Prime Minister raised with the President. The President once again reiterated his assurance 
that Myanmar was sensitive to these concerns, and would do everything necessary to ensure that 
there was action on these, and these don’t become a cause of threat against the security of India,” 
he said.

Responding to questions on Suu Kyi, Misri said: “The Prime Minister did raise this matter with the 
President, and this was a discussion that was largely in the context of the peace process… in the 
context of the points that the Prime Minister was making on the need for… inclusion, the need to  
have all stakeholders at the table and to examine the points of views of all the interlocutors who 
have been part of this process… it was a bit of a freewheeling discussion on that issue, and that is  
where issues related to democracy were also raised.”

Underlining that the engagement with Myanmar is “not intended to be a commentary on its internal 
political arrangements”, Misri said: “We have always proceeded on the principle that sustained 
dialogue is what is important and… an imperative for India as a neighbour… the answer is clearly 
not disengagement… So we have consistently engaged, and while engaging, we have always put 
forward our thoughts on all of these issues related to democracy, the peace process, inclusion, 
and the absolute importance of having all stakeholders as part of the dialogue at the table.”

“We have always believed that eventually the difficulties that face Myanmar will have to be sorted 
out by the people of Myanmar talking among themselves. This will  have to be a Myanmar-led 
solution and a Myanmar-owned solution,” he said. On defence cooperation, Misri said the focus is 
on “training”, “capacity building”, institution building, and UN peacekeeping. “…we have a 1,643-
km-long border. There are important defence and security related interests in the context of that 
border,  and  that  is  also  something  that  gets  discussed  when  various  mechanisms  related  to 
defence cooperation get together,” he said. Misri also said that over the last year-and-a-half, over 
2,400 Indian citizens have been repatriated from cyber scam compounds within Myanmar. “As of 
now, we have over 150-odd Indian citizens that we know of… who are still stuck in some of these 
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cyber scam compounds… we are in touch with the Myanmar government to try and repatriate 
them as well,” he said.

On the two major connectivity-related projects — the Kaladan multimodal transit transport project 
and India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway project — Misri said: “These projects have been 
underway for several years, and they have been delayed… Right now, the obstacle that faces both 
these projects is the security situation in Myanmar. The Kaladan highway is in an area where there 
are active hostilities going on between the Myanmar Army and ethnic armies in Rakhine state; the 
section of  the trilateral  highway where work was underway is  in an area where ethnic armed 
groups  are  quite  active…  Nevertheless,  we  have  continued  to  engage  with  the  Myanmar 
authorities, and wherever there has been a possibility to take forward the work by utilising either 
lulls in fighting or by making sure that the security of the workers is not going to be impacted, we  
have been able to move forward, but this is something that that remains a major priority. It was 
raised  by  the  Prime  Minister  today,  and  the  President  once  again  gave  his  assurance  that 
Myanmar would do everything to ensure these projects move forward towards completion,” he 
said.

Modi also conveyed that the Mekong Ganga ICCR scholarships for Myanmar students would be 
enhanced from 36 to 100 from 2026. The Myanmar President, who arrived in Delhi on Saturday 
after  visiting  Bodh  Gaya,  also  met  President  Droupadi  Murmu,  External  Affairs  Minister  S 
Jaishankar and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval. He will head to Mumbai on Tuesday.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/wont-allow-our-territory-to-be-used-against-indias-interests-
myanmar-10719151/

*

पाक और बांगलादेश सीमा पर लगेगी हाईटेक समार्ट फें सिंग
Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

*
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Dr  Jitendra  Singh  says,  “Anusandhan  National  Research 
Foundation"  (ANRF)  is  democratising  research  funding, 
launches  200-crore  MAHA  Water  Mission  to  support₹  
StartUps 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 01 Jun 2026

Launching the 200-crore "Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) –Ministry of Jal₹  
Shakti  MAHA Water  Mission to support  StartUps in  the Water  sector,  Union Minister  of  State 
(Independent Charge) for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Minister of State for PMO, 
Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today said 
that the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) is democratising research funding by 
expanding opportunities  for  StartUps,  MSMEs,  universities  and innovators  across  the country, 
ensuring that national missions, scientific resources and innovation support are no longer confined 
to a limited number of institutions.

Addressing the inaugural session of the National Workshop on R&D in Water at Dr Ambedkar 
International Centre, New Delhi, Dr Jitendra Singh said ANRF was created to address a long-
standing concern that a significant share of research funding often flowed to a few established 
institutions,  while  smaller  universities,  startups and emerging innovators  remained outside the 
mainstream innovation ecosystem. The Foundation,  he said,  is  widening access to resources, 
partnerships and mission-oriented research opportunities, enabling institutions and innovators from 
across the country to contribute to national priorities.

The Minister said ANRF has emerged as a national platform for mission-driven innovation and has 
already launched Missions for Advancement in High-Impact Areas (MAHA) in strategic sectors 
including Electric Vehicles, Drones, Medical Technologies, 6G Communications and Water. These 
missions  are  creating  an  integrated  pathway  from  fundamental  research  to  technology 
development, validation and deployment while bringing together academia, industry, startups and 
government  institutions  to  solve  critical  national  challenges.  The  launch  of  the  MAHA Water 
Mission, he said, marks another major step in this direction.

 Dr Jitendra Singh said the mission reflects Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of leveraging 
science, technology and innovation to address developmental priorities. He said that the Prime 
Minister had, for the first time, brought water-related functions under a unified framework through 
the creation of the Ministry of Jal Shakti, elevating water security to a national priority. The MAHA 
Water Mission, he said,  seeks to build on that  vision by creating a collaborative platform that 
connects scientific institutions, industry, startups and grassroots stakeholders to develop scalable 
and sustainable solutions for the water sector.

Highlighting  India’s  expanding  innovation  ecosystem,  Dr  Jitendra  Singh  said  the  country  has 
progressed from about 350–400 startups a decade ago to more than two lakh startups today, 
generating nearly 20–24 lakh jobs.  He said India’s startup movement has become one of  the 
strongest  drivers  of  innovation-led  growth  and  programmes  such  as  the  MAHA Missions  are 
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intended to ensure that entrepreneurial talent is channelled towards solving national challenges 
while creating new opportunities for employment, research and technology development.

The Minister said the Government’s Whole-of-Government approach has transformed the manner 
in which national missions are conceived and implemented. Referring to the space sector, he said 
reforms introduced under Prime Minister Modi’s leadership opened the sector to wider participation 
and created new opportunities for innovators and private enterprise. India’s space economy, which 
remained limited in scale for decades, is today valued at nearly USD 9 billion and is expected to 
grow to about USD 40–45 billion in the coming years, demonstrating the power of collaborative 
innovation and policy support.

Dr  Jitendra  Singh  said  India’s  space  programme  has  generated  significant  societal  benefits 
through applications in  governance,  infrastructure planning,  agriculture,  resource mapping and 
public service delivery. He cited initiatives such as SVAMITVA and PM GatiShakti as examples of  
how  space  technology  is  contributing  directly  to  developmental  outcomes.  He  said  similar 
convergence of science and technology is now being harnessed to strengthen water security and 
resource management.

Referring to the signing of an MoU between the Ministry of Jal  Shakti  and the Department of 
Space/ISRO, the Minister said satellite technologies, geospatial applications and scientific data are 
increasingly contributing to water resource mapping, groundwater assessment, irrigation planning 
and infrastructure  development.  He added that  future  collaborations involving Earth  Sciences, 
Biotechnology, CSIR laboratories and other scientific institutions would further strengthen India’s 
ability to address water-related challenges through technology-driven solutions.

During the programme, Dr Jitendra Singh and Union Minister for Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil jointly  
launched the ANRF–MoJS MAHA Water Mission, released the mission flyer and announced an 
open  call  for  proposals.  An  Open  Call  for  Startups  and  MSMEs  for  Product  and  Prototype 
Development was also launched during the inaugural session. The event additionally witnessed 
the  signing  of  an  MoU between the  Department  of  Water  Resources  and the  Department  of 
Space/ISRO, besides the launch of the Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari, Citizen Tracking and Reporting 
(JSJB-CTR) Portal and App.

The MAHA Water Mission has been conceived as a national platform to accelerate innovation in 
the  water  sector  by  connecting  science,  entrepreneurship,  industry,  academia  and  grassroots 
action. With a projected outlay of 200 crore over five years, jointly contributed by ANRF and the₹  
Ministry of Jal Shakti, the programme will support multidisciplinary consortia involving universities, 
national laboratories, research organisations, startups, MSMEs and industry partners. Up to 20₹  
crore support will be available for selected consortia to undertake technology development, field 
assessment, validation and deployment of high-impact solutions in the water sector.

The  mission  will  focus  on  five  priority  themes,  Water  Resource  Assessment  and  Sustainable 
Management,  Drinking Water,  Water  Quality  and Ecological  Health,  Water  Use Efficiency and 
Circular Economy, and Climate Resilience and Adaptation. It  aims to support  innovations from 
laboratory  research  to  field  deployment  while  generating  scalable  and  localised  solutions  for 
strengthening India’s long-term water security.

Dr  Jitendra  Singh  also  referred  to  the  Government’s  broader  Research,  Development  and 
Innovation  (RDI)  framework,  saying  it  would  provide  an  additional  pathway  for  technologies 
emerging from mission programmes such as MAHA Water to progress towards commercialisation 
and large-scale deployment. He encouraged startups, researchers, innovators and institutions to 
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actively participate in the opportunities being created through ANRF and contribute to building 
indigenous solutions for national priorities.

Union  Minister  for  Jal  Shakti  Shri  C.R.  Patil  said  water  security  is  fundamental  to  India’s 
developmental aspirations and called for greater integration of research, innovation and public 
participation in  water  management.  He welcomed the partnership  between the Ministry  of  Jal 
Shakti and ANRF and expressed confidence that the MAHA Water Mission would help generate 
practical  and  scalable  solutions  for  the  country’s  water  sector.  Shri  Patil  also  highlighted  the 
growing success of the Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari campaign and emphasised the role of citizen 
participation in water conservation efforts.

The National Workshop brought together senior policymakers, scientists, researchers, startups, 
MSMEs, industry representatives and officials from State Water Resources Departments. Among 
those present were Union Minister for Jal Shakti Shri C.R. Patil; Ministers of State for Jal Shakti Dr  
Raj Bhushan Choudhary; Secretary, Department of Space and Chairman, ISRO Dr V. Narayanan; 
Secretary, Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Shri V.L. 
Kantha Rao; Secretary, Department of  Drinking Water and Sanitation Shri  Ashok K.K. Meena; 
senior officials of ANRF, researchers, innovators and representatives from academia and industry. 
The workshop also featured presentations on completed R&D studies and emerging technologies 
in water resource management, groundwater sustainability, climate resilience and water quality

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2267551&reg=3&lang=1

*
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